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FACT #1: What is an ELD?
An ELD is an electronic recording device that works in conjunction with a Commercial Motor Vehicle’s 
(CMV) engine and logs information specific to its operation. The device can be portable and doesn’t nec-
essarily need to be installed as part of the vehicle. This tamper-proof device is designed to record vehicle 
location and engine data and can receive additional input from an operator to explain or correct records. 
The type of information recorded includes: date, time, engine hours, vehicle miles, driver identification, 
vehicle identification and motor carrier identification.  

FACT #2: Why is it needed?
Due to recent changes in mandates set forth in the CSA 2010, operators of CMVs must keep and record 
specific information in a log book. The ELD provides an easier method for drivers and companies to keep 
track of specific information, saving time and improving accuracy and safety. 

FACT #3: Does your company need it?
Not all CMV fleets and operators need to comply with the new mandate. It is possible that your CMVs and 
operators may qualify for one or more of the following exemptions:  

• Operators of vehicles equipped with model year 1999 engines and older
• Operators who use paper logs no more than eight days during any 30-day period
• Operators who are conducting vehicle pickups or deliveries – where the vehicle is the product 
• Drivers who operate using the logbook timecard exception – operating a short haul of 150 air miles 

or less

If your company does have CMVs that need to be in compliance, you must be ready to comply with the 
mandate by December 18, 2017.  

For additional information regarding the ELD Mandate, please contact Brian Pearl with Transportation  
Consultants Incorporated at 515.278.1010 or brian@trkpermits.com. 

Recently, you may have been contacted by one or more consultants seeking to sell you  
services and products regarding the new Electronic Logging Device (ELD) Mandate for  
Commercial Motor Vehicles slated to take effect in December. In response, the Association 
has come up with the following facts regarding the new federal rules that you may want to 
keep in mind before purchasing an ELD or other services:


